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Dear Friends,

We are proud to present our Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report, which showcases the life-changing work of VIP and the 
profound impact that a diverse community of supporters brings to our mission. 

It is diffi  cult to fi nd words to describe the events that shook our communiƟ es – local and global – over the past year. 
We went from hearing language that was new to many of us, like “coronavirus,” to repeaƟ ng phrases that had become 
overly familiar to us, like “these uncertain Ɵ mes.” In a moment when communicaƟ on was key, many felt at a loss 
for what to say to comfort, support and encourage one another. As is so oŌ en the case in Ɵ mes of crisis, it was less 
about the words we used than the acƟ on we took. At Violence IntervenƟ on Program, our acƟ ons became our primary 
language. 

We didn’t pause. We immediately shiŌ ed our operaƟ ons to safeguard the health of families in crisis, as well as the 
essenƟ al staff  who answered the call to remain a refuge and lifeline for the 1400+ vicƟ ms/survivors of domesƟ c and 
sexual violence who we served in fi scal year 2020. A complete redesign of our programs and service strategies was 
completed in a maƩ er of days. 

We didn’t hesitate. When our communiƟ es were besieged by the virus, economic devastaƟ on and increasing violence 
within their homes, we quickly pivoted to address the urgent prioriƟ es presented by this new reality. We provided 
emergency cash assistance, food, shelter and personal protecƟ ve equipment to hundreds of survivors and their 
children hit hardest by the crisis. 

We stayed focused. The majority of our fi scal year took place prior to the pandemic’s onset, and included huge 
achievements towards our vision for a world free of violence. We established our new Sexual Violence Project, an 
iniƟ aƟ ve that addresses complex sexual trauma suff ered by Spanish-speaking survivors, many with experiences of 
childhood sexual abuse and sexploitaƟ on during their migratory journey. We launched Brightly East Harlem, a worker 
cooperaƟ ve business exclusively owned and operated by LaƟ nx survivors of domesƟ c violence – all of whom are 
immigrants. We hosted our fi rst ever bilingual community symposium, Mujeres MigraƟ on and Money, which shared 
our strategies for supporƟ ng immigrant survivors to achieve economic stability, and engaged the audience to envision 
new strategies. We conƟ nued to foster leadership among our team of Promotoras – survivor-acƟ vists who lead 
visibility campaigns and peer outreach to others who may never otherwise connect to much-needed domesƟ c violence 
intervenƟ on services. These services and programs – in addiƟ on to ongoing core services such as hotline operaƟ ons, 
shelter, housing, economic jusƟ ce, counseling, case management and advocacy – all conƟ nued before, during, and 
aŌ er the height of the COVID-19 crisis in New York City. 

The pandemic only highlighted the criƟ cal role that culturally specifi c programs play for the survival, health, and 
resilience of LaƟ nx and survivors of color in New York City. When crisis hits, we are on the ground and ready to mobilize. 
That was true before the current public health crisis, and it will remain true unƟ l every survivor is free from violence. 

We thank our supporters for making this criƟ cal work possible. And to our potenƟ al supporters, we urge you to join us. 
Our communiƟ es have never needed you more.

In solidarity,

MARGARITA GUZMÁN
ExecuƟ ve Director

BETSY MALLOW
Chair, Board of Trustees

OUR IMPACT AT A GLANCE

     IN FISCAL YEAR 2020, VIP: 

• Directly supported 1,265 clients and their 1,882 children

• Safely housed more than 260 survivors and children through our Emergency Shelter and 

TransiƟ onal Housing Programs, totaling over 30,000 nights of care

• Held 1,025 workshops and group counseling sessions – addressing a range of 

topics including domesƟ c violence, sexual assault and emoƟ onal well-being – for 159 clients

• Conducted 5,870 individual counseling sessions with 1,010 clients

• Provided 157 survivors with economic jusƟ ce services including banking and fi nancial literacy, 

building educaƟ onal, vocaƟ onal, and employment skills, and small business development

• Provided micro grants to 17 survivors, allowing them to invest in and grow their businesses

• Educated 1,200 teens from NYC public schools in over 40 workshops about healthy relaƟ onships

• Engaged 4,400 community members in more than 70 educa  onal workshops
on topics related to inƟ mate partner violence

• Distributed over 36,000 awareness-building, educa  onal materials to New Yorkers

MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR + EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Brightly East Harlem Worker-Owners celebrate the launch of their 
cooperaƟ ve cleaning business.

ArteSanando parƟ cipant brings a creaƟ on to life during an 
essenƟ al oil and soapmaking workshop.
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As an “essenƟ al business” with 36+ years of experience in providing emergency crisis response to NYC’s most 
vulnerable survivors of domesƟ c and sexual violence, VIP responded nimbly and quickly to meet the moment. We 
knew that the combinaƟ on of increased isolaƟ on and close proximity to abusive partners would increase violence, 
that people would lose their jobs, that informal economies would go dark and that our survivor communiƟ es’ already 
precarious fi nancial situaƟ ons would collapse.

We are proud to report that in spite of the risks, challenges, and rapidly shiŌ ing realiƟ es of the pandemic, VIP’s 
lifesaving services and programs operated conƟ nuously throughout the pandemic. We made operaƟ onal and program 
changes that allowed us to intake and serve both new and exisƟ ng clients, and we even launched new iniƟ aƟ ves to 
meet increased community needs during this extraordinarily perilous Ɵ me. 

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, large and small, in the fi rst several months of the pandemic, VIP:

COVID-19 + OUR RESPONSE 

Fielded more than 3,400 calls to our 24/7 

bilingual Hotline

Delivered over $130,000 in emergency cash 
assistance to 400 survivors and their children in 
need, prioriƟ zing those ineligible for federal and 
state assistance

Off ered safe refuge to 220 survivors and 

children in our Emergency Shelter and TransiƟ onal 
Housing Programs

Provided emergency food to 140+ VIP 

clients and children

Conducted over 5,000 counseling sessions 

for over 900 clients and over 30 group 
counseling sessions remotely, ensuring survivors 
could safely parƟ cipate from home

Redesigned our outreach program and coordinated 
creaƟ ve online campaigns to raise awareness and 
share resources with our communiƟ es

Supported VIP’s frontline crisis responders 
by providing hazard pay and establishing an 
emergency fund to cover health care, funeral 
expenses, and safe transportaƟ on alternaƟ ves for 
VIP staff 

From March to June 2020, 
there were 25 domestic 
violence homicides in 
New York City. 

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

VIP joined forces with City Council Member Vanessa L. Gibson 
on Go Purple Day.

REACHING SURVIVORS AMID THE PANDEMIC
Above all else, we knew that reaching vicƟ ms/survivors of domesƟ c and sexual violence trapped at home with 
abusive partners would be a challenge when COVID-19 hit New York City. We are proud to report that from the 
onset of the pandemic, VIP deployed several new approaches to community engagement, allowing us to break 
through the barriers, conƟ nue our civic engagement, and most importantly, direct outreach to individuals and 
communiƟ es. 

Public Service Announcements (“PSA’s”) We released several PSA videos featuring 
VIP staff  members –including our Hotline Counselor, Counselor Advocate, Senior Outreach 
Specialist – leƫ  ng people know that we are sƟ ll taking clients and how to access our services. 

Online Events VIP staff  and leadership accepted invitaƟ ons to speak at a wide range of virtual 
town halls, rallies, webinars and workshops to keep our communiƟ es informed.

Social Media Launching several digital campaigns, VIP leveraged the power of social media to 
reach our communiƟ es and get the word out about our services, to off er support to survivors, 
and to raise awareness about the public health crisis.

Printed Materials and Supplies We created new eye-catching bilingual cards containing 
our Hotline number and widely displayed them in local essenƟ al businesses, community bulleƟ n 
boards, and apartment lobbies. Hand saniƟ zer and nail fi les, on which VIP’s Hotline number were 
discreetly printed, were safely distributed by street outreach teams in our communiƟ es.
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With confi denƟ al locaƟ ons in ManhaƩ an, 
Queens and the Bronx, VIP supports survivors 
and their families throughout all of greater 
New York.

OUR MISSION + WORK
Our mission is to lead LaƟ nx vicƟ ms of domesƟ c violence to safety, empower them to live free of violence and reach and 
sustain their full potenƟ al. We pursue our mission by raising community awareness, engaging in acƟ vism and providing 
culturally competent services.

Founded by fi erce, feminist women of color, 
VIP has always been guided by principles of equity and 
inclusivity. Following are the core beliefs that have guided 
our work for nearly four decades.

Compassion and empathy have the power to change 
lives.   

DomesƟ c and sexual violence harms individuals, 
families and enƟ re communiƟ es. 

Community plays a key role in healing and 
accountability aŌ er abuse.   

Trauma is part of us, but it does not defi ne us.  

Women and non-binary people are powerful.   

Brown and Black people are powerful.  

Everyone’s cultural idenƟ Ɵ es should be met with 
dignity and celebrated.   

People are more important than borders.  

When we raise our voices together, we cannot 
be silenced.  

The language you speak is beauƟ ful.  

Healing is neither linear nor fi nite.  

Joy and laughter are part of healing.  

Resilience and strength are someƟ mes overrated. 

Our liberaƟ on is bound together. 

We must take acƟ on in the face of injusƟ ce. 

We carry wisdom and power inherited from our 
ancestors.  

And we affi  rm a commitment to pass our wisdom and 
power to our future generaƟ ons. 

At VIP, we believe…  

HOW WE WORK 
Uplifting Survivors

VIP supports domestic and sexual violence 
survivors and their children with programs based 
in heavily-Latinx communities throughout New 
York City. Our work is grounded in the following 
principles.

CULTURALLY SPECIFIC Our holistic programs 
are rooted in practices that optimize language 
access and are culturally affi rming for survivors 
hailing from Latin America. Services are familiar, 
relatable and they intentionally lift up cultural 
heritage as a powerful factor for resilience after 
trauma. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS We are trusted 
community members, collaborating with fellow 
community-based groups, advocacy coalitions, 
government partners and supporters to deepen our 
impact.

SURVIVOR-INFORMED We support survivor 
self-determination and incorporate survivor input 
in the development and implementation of new 
initiatives to meet their unique needs.

TRAUMA-INFORMED As survivors 
ourselves, we know trauma is complex. We are 
committed to understanding, recognizing and 
responding compassionately to trauma – and its 
consequences – in all of its forms.

OUR REACH

An ArteSanando business owner selling her wares at a Cinco de 
Mayo celebra  on.

Brightly East Harlem worker-owner, joined by her daughter, at 
the coopera  ve launch event.

Family in our Transi  onal Housing Program enjoying the Casa 
Sandra holiday party.

A sweet family moment captured during a Thanksgiving dinner 
event at Le Pe  t Café.

OUR CLIENTS, IN NUMBERS

WHY “LATINX”?
“LaƟ nx” is used in place of terms such as “LaƟ na,” “LaƟ n@,” 
“LaƟ na/o” in order to ensure the most expansive inclusivity 
with regards to gender idenƟ ty. Spanish language requires 
masculine and feminine usage that limits gender expression 
to binary idenƟ Ɵ es. By using “LaƟ nx,” VIP seeks to include 
people who do not idenƟ fy with the gender binary, such as 
gender non-conforming, two-spirit, gender-queer and some 
transgender idenƟ fi ed people.

98% of VIP clients were survivors of color
Of thoses, 95% were women
69% idenƟ fi ed as La  nx and 16% Black
98% were parents with children in their care

68% were immigrants
100% were low income many earning less than 
$15,000 a year

Survivor’s countries of origin included Mexico, 
Dominican Republic, mainland United States, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Honduras, Puerto Rico, El Salvador, 
Guatemala and more.
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SAFETY + SURVIVAL
For over three decades, VIP has off ered lifesaving, 
culturally-specifi c crises response services to LaƟ nx and 
other vulnerable vicƟ ms of domesƟ c and sexual violence.

24/7 Hotline + Live Chat 
VIP’s experienced, compassionate Hotline team provides 
confi denƟ al 24/7 crisis support, safety planning and 
referrals in Spanish and English and can access language 
interpretaƟ on services for ~200 languages. We also 
operate live chat services through our website for vicƟ ms 
who may not be able or ready to call. In 2020, when the 
COVID-19 lockdown in NYC forced families to shelter in 
place at home, VIP received more than three Ɵ mes as 
many calls as we did the year before.

Emergency Shelter
For those fl eeing violence, fi nding safe refuge is just 
one of the fi rst of many challenges they will face. VIP 
provides a safe home to vicƟ ms, and their children, in 
our Emergency Shelter, Moriviví, for up to six months. 
Safely housed in confi denƟ ally-located, scaƩ ered site 
apartments, VIP off ers families a wide range of culturally 
responsive, trauma-informed supporƟ ve services 
including individual and group counseling, advocacy, and 
comprehensive case management that is tailored to meet 
the needs of individual clients.

Advocacy  
VIP Client Advocates connect survivors to a wide 
range of publically available benefi ts, resources and 
legal assistance. 

HOW 
WE 
HELP

Domestic violence is 
the leading cause of 
homelessness in women 
and children.

VIP Community Programs, based in the Bronx, ManhaƩ an and Queens, provide a wide range of programs to support and 
upliŌ  survivors, including ongoing safety planning, expansive case management and advocacy, and psycho-educaƟ onal 
counseling to meet the complex needs of survivors and their families. When COVID-19 hit NYC, lifesaving programs – such 
as our TransiƟ onal Housing and Emergency Shelter – conƟ nued to operate at full force, while other services transiƟ oned to 
a remote model to safeguard the health of our community.

RECOVERY + HEALING

Individual Counseling + Support Groups 
During the COVID-19 lockdown, VIP provided thousands of remote counseling 
sessions to survivors, many of whom were trapped with abusive partners. 
Our empowerment-based support groups, which build strength and community 
amongst survivors and foster collecƟ ve healing, switched to a virtual plaƞ orm. 
We saw the full impact of the digital divide for survivors who lacked devices and 
stable internet to access services, and worked with them to ensure regular safety 
checks despite the obstacles presented.

Transitional Housing Program 
VIP’s TransiƟ onal Housing Program provides safe refuge for up to 2 years to 
survivors and their children fl eeing violence, while empowering families to 
rebuild their lives and achieve long-term safety and stability. In FY2020, 
34 survivors and children were provided a safe home at Casa Sandra and range 
of supporƟ ve services including counseling, criƟ cal life skills and educaƟ on, and 
a supporƟ ve community. 

Sexual Violence Project
With generous support from the New York Women’s FoundaƟ on, in 2019, VIP launched the Sexual Violence Project, 
a trauma-informed, survivor-led iniƟ aƟ ve that brings survivors together to collecƟ vely process complex sexual trauma, 
explore socio-cultural causes and work towards personal and collecƟ ve healing. Through individual and group 
counseling, creaƟ ve art therapy and a one-of-a-kind digital storytelling project that supports survivors in reclaiming 
their stories and their voice, we are developing innovaƟ ve healing strategies that promote individual and community 
freedom from violence.

Obtaining safe, 
affordable housing 

is a key factor in 
achieving stability.

Our dedicated and dynamic Casa Sandra team.

The powerhouse 
crew who runs our 
Moriviví shelter 
program share a 
joyous moment in 
the sun.

In FY2020, VIP…

Fielded 7,000 Hotline calls

Provided emergency shelter to 
225 survivors and children 

Provided 11,636 nights of care 
to adults and children through our 
TransiƟ onal Housing Program

Distributed food vouchers for 
16,750 meals to 670 adults 
and children 

Assisted 1,000 survivors to 
navigate a wide range of public 
assistance systems, housing support, 
immigraƟ on issues, and legal 
advocacy 

Provided ongoing assistance to 
1,265 low-income survivors 
in accessing publicly available 
resources such as food, healthcare, 
rental assistance, children’s services, 
and social security
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UPLIFT + REBUILD  
Economic Justice Program
The overwhelming majority of survivors report fi nancial abuse 
as part of the domesƟ c violence they experience and their 
economic resources largely shape what is possible in the way 
of ending the abuse and healing. When survivors’ economic 
condiƟ ons improve so too does their ability to stay safe from 
abuse. For immigrant survivors whose migratory journeys are 
moƟ vated by both a need to fl ee violence and seek beƩ er 
economic opportuniƟ es, the connecƟ on could not be clearer. 
Our Economic JusƟ ce Program addresses these intersecƟ ng 
needs by providing fi nancial educaƟ on, seed funding, 
microgrants, peer-support groups to explore the connecƟ on 
between trauma and money management and small business 
development. In FY2020, 83 survivors reached their goal 
of decreasing debt, increasing income or savings, and/or 
compleƟ ng an educaƟ onal degree or vocaƟ onal cerƟ fi caƟ on 
program.    

ArteSanando 
Our ArteSanando—or “healing arts”—Program is a skill-building 
and small business development workshop series inspired by 
the ingenuity and entrepreneurial spirit of our communiƟ es. 
Through this iniƟ aƟ ve we support immigrant survivors excluded 
from the tradiƟ onal workforce to transform their wealth of 
creaƟ ve skills into thriving businesses. ParƟ cipants receive 
hands-on training, seed funding to cover the cost of supplies, 
markeƟ ng support and business development coaching. At 
the close of each cycle, parƟ cipants showcase their work at 
marketplace events where the larger community is invited to 
directly support their small business ventures.  In September 
2019, our Handmade Jewelry cohort exhibited their work at the 
Mexican Consulate with each parƟ cipant selling an average of 
$200 of merchandise. 

“Thanks to VIP, I got back 
on track. AŌ er connecƟ ng 
me and my children to therapy 
and counseling, VIP helped 
me get a scholarship for a Child 
Development Associate 
Program. Now that I’ve 
graduated, I’m opening my 
own business, a daycare, to 
be totally independent.”  

 – Milka, VIP client 

Worker-Owners of Brightly East Harlem Coopera  ve celebrate the launch of their business.

Mujeres, Migration and Money
In October, just days before the now-defunct Public Charge rule would go into eff ect, we hosted our fi rst symposium, 
Mujeres, MigraƟ on and Money, a one-of-a-kind event that brought together immigrant survivors, advocates and 
organizers to share and explore economic strategies for survival. Our keynote speaker – acclaimed chef, immigrant 
entrepreneur and survivor, CrisƟ na Marơ nez – and a dynamic lineup of powerful panelists including, Rachel Isreeli 
(Center for Family Life), Adriana Escandón (Worker’s JusƟ ce Project) and Lorena Kourousias (Mixteca) helped us to 
imagine a world in which immigrant survivors have what they need to heal and thrive, and everyone has enough. In 
naming and exploring our collecƟ ve struggles and strengths, the vision of a more economically just future emerged...
one where worker-owned cooperaƟ ves return power to the workers, where naƟ onal and local policies upliŌ  and affi  rm 
the dignity of immigrant communiƟ es and where creaƟ ve soluƟ ons lead.

Chef Cris  na Mar  nez (third from the right) with event organizers and par  cipants.

ArteSanando small business 
owner selling handmade 

soaps at an exhibi  on event.

“¡Ahora somos 
nuestras propias jefas!”

“Now we are our 
own bosses!”

The financial factor is 
part of the abuse and 
must be part of the 
solution.

Brightly East Harlem Coop
In collaboraƟ on with the Center for Family Life, we launched our 
fi rst 100% LaƟ na survivor-owned and operated cooperaƟ ve cleaning 
business in 2019. Brightly East Harlem Coop was the culminaƟ on of the 
many months this group spent developing and designing each aspect 
of their business. Together they studied the laws and bureaucraƟ c 
processes for incorporaƟ on, completed comprehensive trainings on 
occupaƟ onal safety and workplace protecƟ ons, developed business and 
markeƟ ng plans and established core values anchoring their work in the 
principles of a solidarity economy. 

"Gracias a VIP 
     pude salir adelante." 

"Me ayudaron con consejería y terapia 
para mí y mis hijos. Me facilitaron 
una beca para obtener mi cerƟ fi cado 
de CDA para cuidado de niños. Me 
apoyaron con el GED y me pude 
graduar. Ahora estoy abriendo mi 
propio negocio, un daycare, para poder 
ser independiente."
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT Promotoras
Drawing from peer-to-peer educaƟ on models popular in LaƟ n 
America, VIP upliŌ s a team of Promotoras, a small but mighty 
cohort of immigrant, indigenous and LaƟ nx survivor-acƟ vists 
on a mission to bring hope and healing to other survivors. As 
survivors and former VIP clients, they know transformaƟ on 
and healing is possible with the right support. And just as 
importantly, they know the barriers (lack of language access 
and/or cultural awareness, fear of deportaƟ on, mistrust of 
police and other insƟ tuƟ onal intervenƟ ons) that survivors in 
their communiƟ es face. The Promotoras lead with the wisdom 
of their lived experiences and act as a bridge between hard to 
reach survivors and our lifesaving services.

When the pandemic shutdown the city in March, radically 
changing what was possible and safe in terms of outreach, 
the Promotoras knew that the consequences could be deadly 
for survivors and immediately began strategizing new ways 
of reaching fellow community members. By early April, 
equipped with PPE, fueled by love and concern for their 
communiƟ es, they were targeƟ ng the few essenƟ al businesses 
(laundromats, bodegas, and grocery stores) that remained 
open and taking to online social plaƞ orms to get the word out. 

“As a practitioner of traditional Mexican medi-
cine, I am invited to many conversation groups 
and spaces with other women and it is always 
the same problem—machismo. That was what 
motivated me to do something.” 

VIP engages a community-driven strategy for ending domesƟ c and sexual violence that centers the leadership of LaƟ nx 
immigrant survivors. This enables us to reach people who usually fl y far under the radar of mainstream intervenƟ ons and 
connect them to resources. We prevent future abuse through educaƟ on for youth, adults and professionals, and create 
lasƟ ng change through acƟ vism and awareness-raising that shiŌ s cultural norms. Together, we are transforming and 
healing our communiƟ es. 

In FY2020, our CommunicaƟ ons & Outreach team parƟ cipated in 283 community acƟ viƟ es and reached over 36,134 
members of our communiƟ es through our educaƟ onal, awareness-building materials.

Community Partnerships
We believe in the power of partnerships to both deepen and expand our 
impact. Central to our community-driven strategies are informal partnerships 
with community businesses, like street vendors, bodegas, pharmacies, 
restaurants and salons. Formal relaƟ onships with local fi nancial insƟ tuƟ ons, 
health care providers, schools and other community-based groups (like food 
banks) help us to reach far beyond the normal reach of a small outreach 
team. Community networks are powerful.

Youth Education // Key to Prevention
Community educaƟ on is key to interrupƟ ng generaƟ onal cycles of violence 
and ending abuse. Our interacƟ ve bilingual prevenƟ ve educaƟ on workshops 
support adults, youth and youth-serving providers to deepen their 
understanding of domesƟ c and sexual violence.  

In FY2020, VIP reached more than 1,200 teens from New York City public schools through more than 40 workshops, 
uƟ lizing our specialized youth curriculum that addresses the roots of violence, teen daƟ ng violence, consent, digital abuse, 
gender roles, and being an ally.

Promotoras Ma  de and Estela distribu  ng nail fi les with VIP’s 
Hotline number discreetly printed on them. Promotoras also 
distributed facemasks with VIP’s Hotline number inside to ensure 
inconspicuous access to the help and safety of VIP services in the 
height of the pandemic.

“Practico la medicina tradicional Mexicana 
por lo cual me llaman en las pláticas de 
mujeres, siempre es el mismo problema, 
el machismo no cambia, eso fue lo que me 
motivó a hacer algo más.”

“The power of being a promotora for me is 
in being able to put information directly 
into people’s hands.”

– Matilde, Promotora

– María Bárbara, Promotora

Through street-based 
outreach, public 
events and tapping 
into their extensive 
community networks, 
the Promotoras reach 
10,000+ community 
members every year.

IN THEIR WORDS  

“My role within VIP is very important 
because I can reach people in my 
community who share my experience.”

– Estela, Promotora

“La importancia de ser promotora  para mi 
es que puedo llevar la información 
directamente a las manos de las personas.”

“Mi papel en VIP es muy importante porque 
puedo adentrarme en mi comunidad con 
gente que comparte mi experiencia.” 

the Bronx.

Promotoras in ac  on with their “La boca tapada nunca callada (mouth covered but never silent)” masks on. 
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Photo: Stephanie Keith/The New York Times.

Throughout the COVID-19 lockdown, VIP remained resolute 
in raising awareness about the impact of domesƟ c and 
sexual violence, and in making sure our communiƟ es knew 
that we were sƟ ll open and our services were sƟ ll available.
With our feet on the ground in our local communiƟ es and 
a successful digital media strategy, we kept the volume 
turned up on the crisis within the crisis. 

We are proud to share the sampling of media outlets that 
featured our work in FY2020.

New York Times “Why a Drop in DomesƟ c Violence 
Reports Might Not Be a Good Sign”

Rewire NewsGroup “Why Telehealth Is a Complicated 
OpƟ on for DomesƟ c Violence Survivors”

The Daily Beast “Why Are There So Many Empty Beds in 
DomesƟ c Violence Shelters?”

Poli  co “DomesƟ c Violence Groups, Survivors Say New 
York’s Pandemic Exacerbated Abuse”

NBC-LX: VIP’s Outreach work during COVID-19 was 
featured in NBC-LX’s “From the Frontlines” 

City Limits “Mayor de Blasio, Protect Funding for VicƟ ms 
of DomesƟ c Violence” (Opinion pieces co-wriƩ en by VIP 
ExecuƟ ve Director, Margarita Guzmán)

Breaking Distance (Podcast) Sexual Violence Project 
Counselor Advocate, Lorraine Correa, joined members of 
the Denim Day NYC CoaliƟ on to discuss VIP’s approach to 
supporƟ ng immigrant LaƟ nx survivors of sexual violence. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FISCAL YEAR 2020

VIP IN THE NEWSVIP IN THE NEWS

REVENUE

EXPENSES

CONTRIBUTIONS
$ 660,366

12%

GOVERNMENT 
GRANTS
$ 4,744,359

87%

OTHER
$67,297

1%

PROGRAM
$ 4,713,027

86%

FUNDRAISING
$ 85,287

2%

MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL

$ 682,277

12%

VIP leads and parƟ cipates in crucial conversaƟ ons 
with policy makers and the public to ensure 
the safety of survivors and their families, while 
prioriƟ zing jusƟ ce in our communiƟ es. Here are 
some of the ways we advocated for change in 
FY2020. 

KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER

VIP encouraged our larger community to 
advocate against a proposed HUD rule that would 
separate and displace mixed-status families in 
public housing. The proposed rule—which HUD 
subsequently withdrew— lacked budgetary sense, 
further perpetuated the housing crisis and harmed 
the most vulnerable in our communiƟ es. VIP 
advocated for real investment in the safety and 
well-being of survivors and their families. 

RASING AWARENESS ON CAPITOL HILL 

VIP leadership and staff  joined the 19th Annual 
Bride’s March on DC, sponsored by Rep. Adriano 
Espaillat to advocate for key legislaƟ on expanding 
protecƟ ons for survivors and addressing violence 
against women.

CREATING CHANGE LOCALLY

VIP co-wrote an op-ed with fi ve other NYC based 
culturally-specifi c organizaƟ ons that called on the 
mayor and city council to safeguard and increase 
resources to survivors, parƟ cularly immigrants, 
during the city budget process. We also provided 
tesƟ mony at a City Council hearing hosted by 
the CommiƩ ees on Women and Gender Equity 
and Public Safety on the impact of COVID-19 on 
domesƟ c violence.

PUBLIC POLICY ADVOCACY PARTNERSHIPS

VIP is an acƟ ve member of key advocacy coaliƟ ons, 
including Hispanic FederaƟ on, Human Services 
Council, Homeless Services United, Nonprofi t New 
York, New York Immigrant CoaliƟ on, Gender JusƟ ce 
Task Force and others, leveraging these networks 
to amplify the voices of our survivor community.

HOW WE WORK

ADVOCATING
FOR 
SURVIVORS
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OUR SUPPORTERS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE STAFF

WE ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE

All VIP program staff  are fully bilingual in English and Spanish from countries throughout LaƟ n America.  
We bring a wealth of cultural wisdom and pracƟ ces to our work with survivors in NYC. 

Together – as healers, advocates, organizers and leaders – we are transforming our communi  es.

Betsy Mallow
Chair
Erika Soto Lamb
Vice Chair
Susan Migliaccio
Treasurer
Manuel J. Vélez
Secretary

Linda Aristondo

Kyle Dandelet

Milga Morales

Mayra M. Oviedo

Silda Palerm

Vanessa Ramos

Verónica Rodríguez

Andrea Román-González

Vanessa SanƟ ago

Linda Schechter Manley

Margarita Guzmán
Execu  ve Director
Eliazar Suriel
Director of Finance and Opera  ons
Rosaana Conforme
Senior Clinical Director of
Community and Specialized Programs
Dan OrƟ z
Senior Director of Residen  al Programs
Asli Ozdemir
Director of Quality Assurance and Compliance

$100,000 +
New York Community Trust
New York Women’s FoundaƟ on
Tiger FoundaƟ on

$50,000 +
Open Society FoundaƟ on
The Seymour FoundaƟ on

$20,000 +
Hispanic FederaƟ on
MJK Family FoundaƟ on
Robin Hood FoundaƟ on
Weinstein Family FoundaƟ on

$10,000 +
Wells Fargo FoundaƟ on

$5,000 +
Ellen Chesler
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Essig Enright Family FoundaƟ on
Gen Next FoundaƟ on
Hyde and Watson FoundaƟ on
Betsy Mallow
Silda Palerm

$1,000 +
Maria Arias
Linda Aristondo
BNY Mellon Community Partnership
Barbara N. Chesler
ChrisƟ ne Cortes
Rachel Feingold
Cecilia M. Gaston
Amy Glickman
Amanda Jones
Robin Laub
Metzger-Price Fund
Susan Migliaccio
Milga Morales Nadal Ph.D.
Mayumi Okuda Benavides M.D.
Jamie Rubin and Gretchen Rubin
Vanessa SanƟ ago
Erika Soto Lamb
Manuel J. Velez
Carmen Rita Wong

We extend our deepest graƟ tude to our generous supporters, who help us provide lifesaving support to survivors of        
domesƟ c and sexual violence and their families. The commitment of our donors enables us to respond swiŌ ly to crises, 
help families recover, and transform our communiƟ es. Thank you!

$500 + 
Donald Clarke
Carmen Cobiella
Kyle A. Dandelet
Lisa Ferri
Fidelity Charitable GiŌ  Fund
Finkle Gould Family FoundaƟ on
Michael Gallin
Gonzalez Family Giving Fund
Douglas S. Grover
Linda Manley
Mazars USA LLP
Prince LusƟ g Family Fund
Elsa A. Rios
Marissa Soran
Hilary Thomas
Katherine Todrys
Autumn Whitefi eld-Madrano

$100 +
Ashley Antler
Sara Bloom
Kenneth Brown
Mahogany Browne
Annie Burrows
Ellen Carr
Jonathan Chajet
Angeline Chen
Avi Colonomos
Linda Cummings
KaƟ e Danziger
Margaret Della
Erik Eckholm
Danielle Elleman
Joe Esparza
MaƩ hew Fertel
Wendy Feuer
Alissa Fishbane
Carolynn Franklin
Kevin Fung
Joy Gallup
Elizabeth Diaz and Myles Gideon
Rosa Goldensohn
Charles Griff en
Andrea Ivey Harris
Stephanie Jacobs

Francoise Jacobsohn
Genevieve Kahr
Omar Khaleel
Sahar Khorramnezhad
James Kim
Joyce Klemperer
Rachel Long
Ariadne Lyon
Jon Mallow
Megan McAllister
Setareh Mirhosseini
Chris Moen
Leonor MoƩ a
Brian Nolan
Sheryl Oppenheim
MaƩ  Oppenheimer
Maria OrƟ z
Emma PaƩ erson
Ana Maria Pimentel
Emily Pomilio
Caroline Praderio
Ancris Ramdhanie
Amy Randhawa
Susan Restler
Julio Reyes
Pedro Reyes
Veronica Rodriguez
Andrea Roman
Kate Rubin and Franklin Romeo
A.V. Ryan
Edward Sadtler
Patricia Salas
Digna Sanchez
Lourdes SanƟ ago
Griffi  n Sheehy
Julia Sick
Hildy Simmons
Amy Smith
Jamie Staff ord-Hill
Linnaea TilleƩ 
Lisa Tillman
Cynthia Velez
Nancy Velez
Jessica Yung

VIP promotoras conduc  ng outreach in the Bronx.

LEADERSHIP 
+ STAFF



Violence Intervention Program

Your support saves lives and 
transforms communiƟ es.

DONATE AT VIPMUJERES.ORG

Triborough StaƟ on, P.O. Box 1161
New York, NY 10035
1-800-664-5880

VIPmujeres.org
info@vipmujeres.org

vip.in.nyc

@VIP.in.NewYorkCity

@VIP_IN_NYC

VIPmujeres

violence-intervenƟ on-program-inc.


